Evolution and Implication of sociological Theory
209
be upwardly mobile. The third is to turn to the standards of the delinquent subculture for a solution.
According to Cohen, the delinquent subculture is nonutilitarian, malicious, and negativistic. Ordinarily, he says, people steal things because they can use them, can buy something with them, or can wear them. But the delinquent acts of lower-class boys usually do not appear to have a useful purpose. Instead, they steal things "for the hell of it"; they delight in terrorizing "good" kids or older people; they vandalize, even destroy, their own schools; and they dump garbage on their neighbors' doorsteps, deface public buildings, or defecate on their teacher's desk.
Such behavior makes no sense to middle-class people, but it is precisely for this reason that it makes sense to rejected lower-class delinquents. "The hallmark of the delinquent subculture is the explicit and wholesale repudiation of middle-class standards and the adoption of their very antithesis" (Cohen 1955, p. 129). In short, the delinquent subculture is appealing because it rejects everything valued by the middle class and because it compensates for the humiliation that middle-class institutions cause lower-class boys. Because they continue to harbor beliefs of the importance of success, the only way they can handle their anxiety is to deny middle-class values completely.
5. Identification with the delinquent subculture produces delinquent behavior. Since the hallmark of the delinquent subculture is the wholesale repudiation of middle-class standards, the delinquent behavior of its members will reflect this spirit. It is a contraculture, a way of life opposed to everything conventional. Humiliation provides the motive for delinquent behavior, while the delinquent subculture provides the means for translating that motive into action and for granting status to those who act on it.
In summary, Cohen's schema can be summarized as follows:
							Corner-boy		Lower-class
							society		life style
American		Decreased		Loss of			Delinquent		Malicious,
dream		achievement		esteem			subculture		behavior
									
							College-boy		Middle-class
							society		life style
CLOWARD AND OHLIN: DELINQUENCY AND OPPORTUNITY
Cloward and Ohlin's version of strain theory (1960) possesses some of the same features as Cohen's. Like Cohen, they assume that delinquent subcultures and gangs "are typically found among adolescent males in lower-